MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
but that I should not make him "pay for all the improvements." A year later when I was married, he voluntarily raised my salary to fifty dollars.
Ada Rehan had written Daly that she had a number of offers, but as they would take her out of town she would be willing to accept an engagement with him if he would pay her forty dollars a week. She did not feel that she could accept anything less than this sum, but she finally agreed to take thirty-five.
Salaries were low everywhere in those days, and the only advantage the actor had was that he was engaged by the season and not for one part only. We were seldom idle, for if there was a musical piece running, those of us who did not appear in it went on tour.
The stage entrance of Daly's was through the hallway of a tenement house in Sixth Avenue and into a little courtyard out of which the actual stage door opened. Later, Daly bought a house in Twenty-ninth Street and the entrance was through this. Also many of the dressing rooms were moved over, and the whole arrangement was made more comfortable.
In the early days we dressed in small rooms under the stage which had partitions only part of the way up. There was a green room, of course, for then every theatre had one. This was not a handsome room, likerote me that he was glad to hear that I had improvedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
